DE 99-172
GRANI TE STATE ELECTRI ¢ COVPANY
2000 Conservation and Load Managenent Program
Order Ni si Approving Conservation and Load Managenent Factors

ORDER NO 23,361

Decenber 6, 1999

On Cctober 13, 1999, Ganite State El ectric Conpany
(GSEC) filed with the New Hanpshire Public Utilities Conm ssion
(Comm ssion) a Proposal to Defer Filing of 2000 DSM Program and
Extend Current Program GSEC stated that it proposes to defer
its 2000 Conservation and Load Managenent (C&M Programfiling
pendi ng the Conmm ssion's review of the Report of the Energy
Efficiency Wirking G oup (EEW5 and the outcone of that review
GSEC contended that the Conmmission's review of the Report may
affect the provision of energy efficiency services provided to
GSEC s custoners, and that GSEC believed that such a deferral
woul d be appropriate, in the public interest, and woul d conserve
adm ni strative and conpany resources.

GSEC proposed to extend its current programto June 30,
2000, or the tinme by which changes arising fromthe EEWG process
can be incorporated into a new GSEC filing. On or about Decenber
1, 1999, GSEC proposed to file revised surcharges reflecting the
sanme budget for 2000 as was approved for the 1999 program year
and a reconciliation of under/overrecoveries.

On Novenber 9, 1999, Conmission Staff (Staff) filed a
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recommendation that the Comm ssion approve GSEC s request;
however, in order to allow Staff sufficient tinme to review the
proposed surcharges and to wite its recomendation to the
Comm ssion so that rates can be effective January 1, 2000, Staff
recomended that the Comm ssion require GSECto file its revised
surcharges on or before Novenber 17, 1999.

On Novenber 16, 1999, the Comm ssion determ ned that
GSEC s request to defer its C& M programfiling is reasonable and
required GSEC to file proposed C& M factors on or before Novenber
23, 1999 to provide Staff adequate review tine.

On Novenber 23, 1999, in accordance with the
Comm ssion's Novenber 16, 1999 directive, GSEC fil ed proposed
C&M factors for its 2000 C&M program The C& M factors are
based upon an extension of GSEC s current year C& .M programinto
2000. For purposes of calculating the C&M factors, GSEC used
conpl ete-year budgets, as well as estimates of full year
kil owatt-hour usage; however, GSEC anticipates this program
extension to be tenporary and dependent on the Conm ssion's
review of the EEWG report. GSEC believes it would be appropriate
to continue the extended program at |east through June 30, 2000.
The proposed factors also reflect a 1999 program shar ehol der
incentive calculated in accordance with a settlenent reached
bet ween GSEC, the Governor's O fice of Energy and Community
Services, the Conservation Law Foundation, and Staff, and

reported to the Conm ssion by letter dated August 11, 1999 filed
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in Docket DR 98-177. The actual incentive to be collected by
GSEC wi || depend on the Comm ssion's decision with respect to the
af orenenti oned settlenent and GSEC s actual neasured perfornmance.
GSEC states that it proposes no changes to its program offerings
ot her than those that would be nade in the ordinary course to
refl ect changes in standards or equi pnent inprovenents, or those
whi ch are necessary to bring GSEC s prograns in line with
regi onal standards where such prograns are being offered in
conjunction with larger regional initiatives. GSEC also states
t hat none of the m nor program changes currently antici pated
warrants changes to the previously approved budgets.

GSEC proposes the following C&M factors for effect
January 1, 2000: a residential factor of $0.00131 per kilowatt-
hour, a decrease of $0.00034 per kilowatt-hour fromthe current
surcharge and a commercial and industrial (C/ 1) factor of
$0. 00290 per kilowatt-hour, a decrease of $0.00099 per kilowatt-
hour fromthe current surcharge.

On Decenber 3, 1999, Staff filed a reconmendation that
t he Comm ssi on approve the revised C&M factors for effect
January 1, 2000; however, Staff requested that the Conm ssion
direct GSEC to file a listing of all program nodifications that
GSEC intends to inplenent for the 2000 program year.

We have reviewed GSEC s filing and Staff's
recommendation and wi ||l approve the proposed C& M factors. The

future direction of ratepayer-funded, energy efficiency program
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w Il be addressed in the near future and we find that all ow ng
GSEC to continue its existing prograns is reasonable. W direct
GSEC to file wth the Comm ssion by January 1, 2000 a listing of
all program nodifications GSEC i ntends to inplenent for the 2000
program year

Based upon the foregoing, it is hereby

ORDERED NI SI, that the follow ng Conservation and Load
Managenent factors are APPROVED

Resi denti al factor $0. 00131 per kil owatt - hour
C| factor $0. 00290 per kil owatt-hour;

and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that GSEC shall continue its current
C&LM programinto 2000 incorporating the mnor nodifications as
descri bed in GSEC s Novenber 23, 1999 letter; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that GSEC shall file with the
Comm ssion a letter describing all program nodifications for the

2000 programyear on or before January 1, 2000; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that GSEC shall cause a copy of this
Order Nisi to be published once in a statew de newspaper of
general circulation or of circulation in those portions of the
state where operations are conducted, such publication to be no
| ater than Decenber 13, 1999 and to be docunented by affidavit
filed with this office on or before Decenber 24, 1999; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that all persons interested in
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responding to this petition be notified that they may submt
their comments or file a witten request for a hearing on this
matter before the Conm ssion no |ater than Decenber 20, 1999; and
it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that any party interested in
respondi ng to such coments or request for hearing shall do so no
| ater than Decenber 24, 1999; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that this Order N si shall be
ef fective January 1, 2000, unless the Conm ssion provides
otherwise in a supplenental order issued prior to the effective
date; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that GSEC shall file a conpliance
tariff wth the Comm ssion on or before January 1, 2000, in

accordance wwth NNH Adm n. Rules, Puc 1603.02(b).
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By order of the Public Uilities Conmm ssion of New

Hanpshire this sixth day of Decenber, 1999.

Dougl as L. Patch Susan S. Gei ger Nancy Brockway
Chai r man Comm ssi oner Comm ssi oner

Attested by:

Thomas B. Getz
Executive Director and Secretary



